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Grant Thornton Australia's pro bono 
program for accounting expert 
witness services assists not-for profit 
entities and disadvantaged and 
at-risk members of our community.

Approach

Our forensic consulting experts regularly navigate 
legal frameworks, helping leaders deal with sensitive 
proceedings quickly and discreetly, so they can 
prioritise the day-to-day operations. We provide 
clarity to the most complex issues and present 
businesses with the right information so they can 
make decisions with confidence.

The team has delivered their specialist expertise to a 
broad range of clients, from legal professionals, 
government departments, listed companies, financial 
institutions, SMEs and individuals – and expanding this 
offering to the pro bono legal community.

Our multidisciplinary forensics team is composed of 
business valuation specialists, industry specialists, 
licenced investigators and IT professionals. 

We are highly skilled and experienced in our ability to 
identify and obtain relevant information, investigate 
the financial issue at hand and provide a clear, 
concise, sustainable opinion as to the outcome.

How we help

• Forensic accounting and dispute advisory: 
expert accounting evidence for all manner of 
disputes, whether that be in relation to value of 
businesses and entities, commercial loss and 
damages, insurance losses as well as solvency 
reviews, investigation and restatement of 
financial statements, tracing transactions, family 
law valuation, investigations, schedules of assets 
and accounting assistance and critiquing of 
expert reports
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How we help (cont.)

• Investigations: fraud and corruption, theft of 
assets and cash, employee misconduct, expert 
witness testimony and wage claims (including 
underpayments)

• Asset tracing: identifying and tracing assets and 
the flow of misappropriated funds.

Program Framework

Our program commenced in October 2024, and is 
available to law firms, barristers and community 
legal centres (CLC) offering pro bono (or low bono) 
legal services. 

Grant Thornton will undertake appointments from 
law firms, barristers and CLC’s under the same 
basis as the referring party has undertaken the 
appointment, be that pro bono or low bono. 

Our services are only limited to those services from 
within our forensic consulting team, and all 
engagements are undertaken under our existing 
professional obligations in addition to any 
applicable court or tribunal rules for expert 
witnesses. 

If you would like to know more about our program, 
please contact our National Pro Bono Lead, Thomas 
Caldow. 

National Pro Bono Lead

Thomas Caldow
Partner - Forensic Consulting
+61 3 8663 9212
thomas.caldow@au.gt.com 

mailto:Thomas.caldow@au.gt.com
https://www.linkedin.com/in/thomascaldow/
https://www.grantthornton.com.au/meet-our-people/thomas-caldow/
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How can we help?
Our pro bono program can help assist not-for-profit entities and 
disadvantaged and at-risk members of our community in a variety of 
matters. 

The below are examples of pro bono matters in which have acted as part of or pro bono program. 

Fraud & misconduct 
investigation

We were retained by a law firm 
acting on behalf of a regional 
based NFP to investigate 
alleged fraud and 
misappropriation of financial 
records of their former 
treasurer. 

Funds tracing for elder abuse 
victim

We were retained by a large 
law firm active on behalf of 
Senior Rights Victoria to 
undertake a funds tracing 
exercise relating to the 
financial abuse of a disabled 
elderly man by two individuals 
in their capacity as disability 
support workers. 

Funds tracing of executor 
misconduct

We were retained by a CLC 
acting for a disabled minor, 
who was the sole beneficiary to 
his mother’s estate, in 
quantifying the financial 
misconduct of his aunt in her 
role as the executor of the 
estate. 

Assessment of wage 
underpayment

We have been retained by 
legal firms and community 
legal centres acting on behalf 
of individuals seeking a 
calculation of wage 
underpayments including:

• An immigrant non-English 
speaking female kept as an 
in-house slave

• A disabled individual who 
was not paid overtime 
during his employment 
period

• A minor who was paid the 
incorrect award 

• A reconciliation of payslips 
and wages received for a 
young mother

Business valuation for family 
law purposes

We were retained by a CLC 
acting on behalf of a domestic 
violence victim to undertake a 
business valuation for family 
law purposes of the business 
operated by her spouse
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What our clients say

It was fantastic to receive 
assistance to calculate employee 
entitlements on the recent unpaid 
wages matter. Award calculations 
can be incredibly complex. The 
Grant Thornton team was 
knowledgeable, readily available 
and flexible, accommodating a 
number of different assumptions 
and potential scenarios. The 
amount of work that goes into 
these kinds of calculations is far 
beyond the capacity of many legal 
practices who refer matters to us. 
Having an expert team able to 
assist, goes a long way in ensuring 
vulnerable workers don't fall 
through the cracks. We are very 
grateful for the assistance.

Alana Hudson
Clayton Utz

GT provided our client, who was a 
victim of elder financial abuse and 
modern slavery, with pro bono 
assistance that was timely, 
professional, and crucial to proving 
our case at court. The team at GT 
were so easy to work with and 
provided us with updates through 
the whole process. Our client was 
extremely grateful for the support 
of GT.

Megan King
Norton Rose Fulbright 
Australia

Grant Thornton has been an 
exceptional support in our pro 
bono work, offering invaluable 
accounting expertise that has 
strengthened our pro bono 
practice in very real and practical 
ways. The costs and time of 
engaging a forensic accountant 
are often out of reach for our pro 
bono clients so Tom and his team’s 
willingness to jump on a call with us 
or take a look at a matter has truly 
made a difference to our ability to 
deliver high-quality outcomes for 
our clients. 

Heidi Anderson
Wotton Kearney
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About Grant Thornton

We combine the resources and skillsets of larger firms with the accessibility and agility of smaller firms. As a leading 
independent assurance, tax and advisory firm, you can tap into our service breadth, depth of expertise and industry 
insight with an approachable ‘client first’ mindset and a broad commercial perspective.

Grant Thornton Australia is a member firm of the Grant 
Thornton global network – one of the world's leading 
independently-owned and managed accounting and 
consulting firms. Our global structure spans across every 
major business region in the world. 

We have the scale to meet your changing needs – while 
retaining the agility required to keep you one step ahead. 
In Australia, we now have over 1,500+ people across five 
states – each with the freedom to drive change and advocate 
for our clients.

In partnering with us, you will work with a firm with the size and 
scale to meet your technical requirements while retaining the 
flexibility required to pivot as needed. 

Our commitment to our brand promise, Reach for Remarkable, 
is delivered to you through proven expertise, principled 
execution, and personalised experience. No matter your 
industry, lifecycle stage, market or growth plans, our 
experienced professionals are dedicated to achieving the best 
outcome for you and your stakeholders.

Our clients experience a more personal approach with direct 
access to Partners who are hands-on and a senior-led, 
consistent team to work alongside. While we have a global 
footprint through our international network, our smaller size 
means our local teams are empowered to make decisions 
quickly for clients. 
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Your business deserves
remarkable support

At Grant Thornton, care is just as important as 
capability – and your experience is as important as 
the outcome. 

By caring for our people, clients and communities 
we provide a strikingly different experience, built on 
our values, with client service at the forefront.

Grant Thornton Australia is a member firm of the Grant 
Thornton global network – one of the world's leading, 
independently-owned and managed accounting and 
consulting firms. Our global structure spans every major 
business region in the world.  

We have the scale to meet your changing needs – while 
retaining the agility required to keep you one step ahead. 
In Australia, we now have over 1,500+ people across five 
states, each with the freedom to drive change and 
advocate for our clients.

With our values at the core, we seek out diverse 
perspectives and challenge established practice, when 
necessary. to deliver positive progress for your business. 
No matter your industry, business lifecycle stage, market 
or growth plans, our experienced professionals are 
dedicated to achieving the best outcome for you and 
your stakeholders.
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Sydney

 Alex Bell
 Partner & National Head of 

Forensic Consulting
 +61 2 8297 2737

 alex.bell@au.gt.com 

Key Contacts

Melbourne

 Darryn Hockley
 Partner – Forensic Consulting
 +61 3 8663 6220
 darryn.hockley@au.gt.com 

 Kelly Rigby
 Partner – Asset Tracing
 +61 2 8297 2799
 kelly.rigby@au.gt.com 

Brisbane 

 Joseph Box
 Partner – Forensic Consulting
 +61 7 3222 0288
 joseph.box@au.gt.com 

 Anne Dale
 Partner – Forensic Consulting
 +61 7 3222 0352

 anne.dale@au.gt.com 

Adelaide
Grant Thornton House
Level 3, 170 Frome Street
Adelaide SA 5000 
T +61 8 8372 6666 

Brisbane
Level 18, 145 Ann Street
Brisbane QLD 4000 
T +61 7 3222 0200

Offices
Cairns
Cairns Corporate Tower
Level 13, 15 Lake Street
Cairns QLD 4870 
T +61 7 4046 8888 

Melbourne
Collins Square 
Tower 5, 727 Collins Street
Melbourne VIC 3000 
T +61 3 8320 2222

Perth
Central Park, Level 43
152–158 St Georges Terrace
Perth WA 6000 
T +61 8 9480 2000 

Sydney
Grosvenor Place
Level 26, 225 George St
Sydney NSW 2000
T +61 2 8297 2400 
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